
 
 
 
 
 

April 10, 2020 

 

Chair Megan Decker 

Attn: Docket UE 374 

Administrative Hearings Division  

Public Utility Commission of Oregon 

PO Box 1088 

Salem, OR 97308-1088  

 

Submitted Via Email: puc.hearings@state.or.us 

 

Re: Comments on Pacific Power’s Proposed Rate Increase for Irrigation, Schedule 41, 

Docket UE 374 

 

Dear Ms. Decker,  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Pacific Power’s proposed rate 

increase, Rate Case UE 374, where Pacific Power is proposing a 10% rate increase 

under Schedule 41 for services associated with agricultural irrigation. 

 

By way of background, the Oregon Farm Bureau (OFB) is a voluntary, grassroots, 

nonprofit organization representing Oregon’s farmers and ranchers in the public and 

policymaking arenas. As Oregon’s largest general farm organization, its primary goal is 

to promote educational improvement, economic opportunity, and social advancement 

for its members and the farming, ranching, and natural resources industry. Today, OFB 

represents nearly 7,000-member families professionally engaged in the industry, many 

of whom are Pacific Power customers and require irrigation to make their farms and 

ranches viable.  The Oregon Water Resources Congress (OWRC) is a nonprofit trade 

association of irrigation districts, water control districts, drainage districts, water 

improvement districts, and other agricultural water suppliers that deliver water to 

roughly 1/3 of all irrigated land in Oregon. These water stewards operate complex 

water management systems, including water supply reservoirs, canals, pipelines, and 

hydropower facilities.   Many of OWRC’s member districts and patrons are Pacific Power 

customers who would be impacted by the proposed rate increase for irrigation sought 

by Pacific Power. 

 

Oregon’s farmers and ranchers cannot afford the increase in costs that are proposed 

under Schedule 41. Oregon’s farm economy is suffering – our members have been 

plagued by falling commodity prices, labor shortages, shipping delays, and increasing 

regulatory costs that has Oregon farmers and ranchers operating on narrow 

mailto:puc.hearings@state.or.us


margins.  Irrigation is essential to growing food and fiber in most parts of Oregon, and 

our farmers and irrigation districts are doing their part to adopt water efficient irrigation 

practices that require power for pipes and irrigation pumps to run the system. These 

costs make up a significant part of a farms operating budget in the spring and summer 

months when irrigation is necessary.  Adding a 10% increase to the cost of power for 

irrigation is a cost that farmers cannot absorb.  

 

This is particularly true with the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic that is going to hit rural 

Oregon's economy particularly hard, and has already resulted in increased labor 

shortages, shipping moratoriums, and major disruptions to supply and distribution 

chains as our country struggles to control this global pandemic.  Oregon’s farmers and 

ranchers will be lucky to weather this storm and cannot afford additional increased 

costs on top of a global pandemic. 

 

We also do not believe that it's appropriate that agriculture is being assessed the 

largest net rate increases in this fee schedule by a significant margin.  We understand 

that Pacific Power has its own rate drivers, but its decision to increase rates by the 

largest margin on agricultural producers does not make sense when we are a relatively 

small rate class for Pacific Power and are already facing severe economic hardship.  In 

reviewing the rate justification provided by Pacific Power, none of the factors identified 

relate to agriculture or particular hardship with serving the irrigation rate class of Pacific 

Power.  Irrigation forms a small customer class for Pacific Power, and there’s simply no 

reason our net increase should be so much more significant than the other rate classes.   

 

While we appreciate that the transmission adjustment mechanism should reduce the 

projected 10% cost increase, it does that across all customer classes, still leaving 

irrigation as the largest net rate increase across all rate classes. Further, the proposed 

credit for shifting off of peak hours is also going to be largely inaccessible by farmers – 

irrigation needs are driven by weather, crop needs, and water availability. Irrigation 

needs simply cannot be planned around peak hours.  Put simply, irrigation is bearing a 

disproportionate amount of the proposed rate increase at a time when the agricultural 

industry can least afford it.   

 

We urge you to not adopt the rate increase on agricultural producers proposed by 

Pacific Power. Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments, and please let us 

know if you have any questions. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Mary Anne Cooper 

Oregon Farm Bureau 

April Snell 

Oregon Water Resources Congress 


